
45 Auto Dealer's Tips For Choosing The Best Used Car.

  1.  Examine the car's exterior thoroughly. Look for rust, dents and evidence that body panels have
       rusted out and been repaired with body putty. Verify the cause of the damage or get a discount.
  2.  Look under the car for breaks in the frame or signs of recent welding. Don't buy serious trouble.
  3.  Check for excessive rusting of the frame. Keep shopping if its been parked on grass for any length.
  4.  Examine condition of muffler, tailpipe and exhaust pipe. Also check the parking brake cables.
  5.  Look for signs of fluid leakage from shock absorbers, brake cylinders, gas tank, radiator, etc.
  6.  Push down several times on each corner to see how many bounces before it levels. Should be 2.
  7.  Examine condition of tires, including the insides. Bulges, separations, nails, rips, etc. Pressure.
  8.  Check in the trunk for an adequate matching or factory spare tire and approved jacking tools.
  9.  Walk around the car and examine all glass. It can be expensive. Damaged glass is a hazard.
10.  Examine the lights and lenses all around. Tail lights should be bright red, signals bright amber.
11.  Test all lights (every bulb on the car) to make certain they are functioning. Replace as needed.
12.  Springs may be weak. Stand back and see if the car is level. Measure from wheel well to ground.
13.  From a distance, see if the car looks as if it were in an accident. The frame could be damaged.
14.  When checking the spare, if it is worn badly, suspect a front end alignment problem. Be a sleuth.
15.  Lift the hood and view the engine compartment. Examine all belts, hoses (air, water) and pipes.
16.  Check the battery. You should see a date stamp to verify when the battery was new. Cracks?
17.  Open the radiator cap and verify the color of the fluid. It should be bright red or lime green.
18.  Pull the dipstick. See what the level is and whether its dirty, whitish or has water on it. Smell gas?
19.  Check for shop maintenance stickers (door jams or under hood) to see when the last oil change
       and lubrication was performed, and whether it was serviced regularly. Are the fenders oily/greasy?
20.  There are serveral fluid check points. Automatic transmission, brakes, power steering, radiator.
21.  Examine the entire and complete interior, headliner, seats, carpets, panels, seat belts, dash, etc.
22.  Look under any seat covers or floor mats for damage, wear, tears, holes. Some are repairable.
23.  Badly worn interior is a sign of heavy usage and lack of proper care throughout the vehicle.
24.  Inside the average vehicle, there are up to eighty operator controls and knobs. Check them out.
25.  There should be very little acceptable broken equipment. These are usually expensive parts.
26.  A 100,000 mile vehicle can be in immaculate condition if well maintained. Buy it for $1000-$3000.
27.  Begin a test drive by starting the engine with the hood open. Set the parking brake and get out
       of the vehicle. It should be idling slightly higher. Look behind the car for the tailpipe. Any cloud?
28.  Look under the hood. Watch the engine run. Get closer to listen to the sound of it. If it sounds
       like "ticking, knocking, clanking, hissing, growling, etc." it could need engine repairs. Offer less.
29.  Tap the gas pedal so the motor slows down. (2 minute warm up) Shut hood. Check exhaust. Get in.
30.  While on the road, test brakes for pulling. Do they squeek, grind, howl or pulsate.  Go & STOP!
31.  Be alert to vibrations, unusual noises from engine, transmission and running gear. Step-on it a bit.
32.  Become as comfortable as possible in the seat. Adjust mirrors and ask youself if you like the feel.
33.  Let the engine idle and be alert to noises or vibrations that indicate a tuning problem. Bad valves.
34.  If transmission/shift lever does not shift smoothly, service may be required. Question work history.
35.  When you step on the gas, look behind for any smoke. Clouds indicate an overhaul is needed.
36.  Check the strength of the engine while going up a hill at freeway speed. It might become hesitant.
37.  Along with all the knobs, check to see if the heating vents, heat and air conditioning work properly.
38.  Try the dash lights, dome lights, radio - and turn it up a bit to check the speakers, cassette player.
39.  Try the windshield wipers and washers. Try the rear defroster. Check if any fuses are blown.
40.  If possible, and you like the vehicle, call first and then drive to a shop and have a mechanic check it.
       After the diagnostic center, you'll be able to resolve problems or negotiate a lower offer for the car.
41.  If possible, run the car through a wash to see if it leaks. Check the paint surface for deep scratches.
42.  Never buy a used car at night, in the rain, or when you are in a hurry. About 2 hours for these tips.
43.  Be sure you can get the "Title." You may need lisense plates/tabs. Get a reciept that lists mileage.
44. If buying from a dealership, have sales manager put all promises in writing BEFORE YOU BUY!
45. Be sure you can access and replace all exterior light bulbs (head lamps, tail lamps, etc. ) yourself for
       less than $20 each. Some car makes are now costing over $1,000 for factory lamp assemblies! If you
       can’t do this affordably, walk away from whatever car it might be.


